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Prosperity Through Philosophy: Practice and Principles

Department of Philosophy
Janki Devi Memorial College

University of Delhi

In association with
Institute of Advanced Sciences, Dartmouth, U.S.A.
(Under the Aegis of JDMC-IQAC Centre for Career Counselling,  Career Opportunities &

Skill Enhancement)

Certificate Course on
Prosperity Through Philosophy: Practice and Principles

Date of Commencement: 24th January, 2022
Date of Completion: 18th June, 2022

Report: The Department of Philosophy, Janki Devi Memorial College, under the aegis of
JDMCIQAC, partnered with Institute of Advanced Sciences, Dartmouth, and organized
an add-on course on the theme, "Prosperity through Philosophy: Practice and Principles".

An Orientation session was headed by the course speaker, Prof. Balram Singh, on 24 January
2022, to introduce the students to various topics relevant to achieving Prosperity through
Philosophy that they would be taught throughout the course. All the students enrolled in
the course had joined this session along with the Program coordinator, Dr. Jayanti P.
Sahoo, accompanied by the respected Principal of Janki Devi Memorial College, Prof.
Swati Pal, and the other Professors of the Philosophy Department.

The inaugural session of this course was held on 27 January 2022, and the students introduced
themselves along with their past and future plans, and were introduced to the course and
the concepts which were to be discussed in the course. The classes took place every
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 7 pm, for at least one hour and 40 minutes, each.

The course had employed various interactive methods to engage the attention of the students
via active discussion, debating, practicing, and project assignments. For the debates and
projects, the students were separated into groups of varying strength, further honing their
cooperation skills.
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The course was divided into 5 modules, each of which included a variety of topics,
such as value and vitality of reasons, rationality, philosophy and seeing (darshan), the
economic and philosophical aspects, emotional enrichment from philosophy and
application of philosophy in modern times.

The attendance of all the participants was tracked by sending a Google Forms link at
the end of each session.

Throughout the duration of the course, Dr. Jayanti P. Sahoo in addition to being the
Course Coordinator lectures on Idealism and Materialism as well as on The Truth
Factor, the main Resource Person, Prof. Bal RamSingh presented regular lectures. In
addition the students received exposure to a number of national and international
guest speakers who practice expertise in their respective fields. Because of the varied
backgrounds of the speakers, the students were able to perceive Philosophy and learn
about its applications through different perspectives.

Ms. Himanshubala Jagatdeb, Department of Philosophy, JDMC, on 10th February,
spoke on the topic Idealism and Materialism. She covered various aspects of Indian
and Western idealism and materialism. On 16th April, the students were joined by
Dr. Sudnya Kulkarni and Dr. Jayanti P Sahoo, Department of Philosophy, JDMC,
who conducted an interactive session with the students on the topic Emotions and
Rationality. Speakers from various institutions were invited to enlighten students on
topics related to the course. They were joined by Prof. Daniel Georgianna, a
professor of Economics, University of Massachusetts on 7th April, Prof. Jeffrey
Brown on 23rd April, Dr. Diana I. Lurie, Professor of Neuropharmacology on 28th
April , Prof. R.P.Singh from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi (date) and
Prof. Rakesh Chandra, Department of Philosophy, University of Lucknow on 7th
May. A feedback session for the course was held on 17th May, 2022. The students
shared the experience and knowledge they had gained throughout the span of the
course. To ensure the students had taken away valuable information and knowledge
from the course, a test was conducted on 4th June , 2022. The add-on certificate
course was well received by all, and was concluded on a positive note. It was a
fruitful and a worthwhile experience.

Outline and output of Course:

● Students of this course learnt to analyse the history, practice, and principles of
philosophy by interrogating current practices of philosophy, to advance them
with practical use in the context of modern time.

•The course explored topics which included the pathways to prosperity and current
philosophical and economic concepts. From these the students understood the
practical applications, the elements of principles had been derived for further
testing and implementation.

•The students, through the various modules, were taught the practical relevance of
theoretical philosophical matters,
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• such as understanding emotions,

• understanding the contemporary application of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,

•connecting the dots between science and philosophy,

*Effective communication skills using practical philosophy

• the economic utility of philosophy, etc

• Students were made to stress upon the democratic inclusivity of religion and its
consequences, in the traditional as well as in the modern periods.

•Students were expected to evaluate a hypothetical solution to the infamous
Ukraine vs Russia war, and analyse whether the traditional or the modern ways of
life would help resolve the conflict—in theory, at least.

Add topics of projects, and one or two sentences on the outcome.

Couse activities: The course was interactive and focused on the practical aspects of
Philosophy. To ensure maximum participation of students, a debate session was
conducted on 21 April 2022 on the topic 'Religion and Politics in a Democracy' with
emphasis on 2 stances, Modernity and Traditional. The students were selected in the
two groups, and each group was led by a teacher. Dr. Jayanti P Sahoo led the team
'Modernity' and Prof. Balram Singh guided team 'Tradition'. It was a fruitful debate,

and all students, faculty members and research scholars presented their views on the
topic.

Apart from the debate, the students were also asked to prepare a presentation on
topics such as Bindi Factor, Truth Factor, Relational Wealth, Yoga for Social
Harmony, Ayurveda for Sustainable Living Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and Value of
Ekam Sat Viprah Bahudha Vadanti. Students grouped up with others and prepared
surveys, analysis, and presentations on the chosen topics. Each student studied the
topics in depth and had valuable insights to gain at the end of each presentation.
Students were asked to provide the Summary Reports of two lectures, and also one
exercise test.

Future Planning and Scope: The students will benefit from an advanced level of this
course, which planned on being introduced to them.

Platform: Zoom Meetings
(The coordinator of the course would send the joining link on Zoom prior to the

scheduled time of each session.)

Lecture Joining Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83941524599?pwd=dzhwTDVvTDJEM1o3UStmUzd

yWUNxQT09

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83941524599?pwd=dzhwTDVvTDJEM1o3UStmUzdyWUNxQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83941524599?pwd=dzhwTDVvTDJEM1o3UStmUzdyWUNxQT09
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Attendance & Feedback Link: https://forms.gle/7MAqiqeapp81k5U57

RECORDINGS OF THE LECTURE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P8Cmj5US6G9Wzv9hpoig8aKm17X5-LA2/v

iew?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QFvibwYEIbVG9Yic6sL1rxAZW1pHcB8a/v
iew?usp=sharing

Strong and Weak points of course:
1. ICT Tools used in the course
2. Interaction and discussion amongst teachers and students were prioritised
3. Zoom meetings was used for online interaction, surveys, and debate
4. Google forms was used for making questionnaires
5. Project designing was focussed upon
6. PowerPoint Presentation was used to present the various papers

Course Duration: 80 hours
No. of Students enrolled: 21

Course Fee and total amount: INR 3000 (for non-JDMC students); INR 2000 (for
JDMC students)

Main Resource Person of the course and Course Coordinator: Professor
Balram Singh, President and Director, Institute of Advanced Sciences,
Dartmouth, Massachusetts, USA

Programme Coordinator: Dr. Jayanti P. Sahoo, Head, Associate Professor,
Department of Philosophy, Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi

Resource Persons of the course:

1. Professor Bal Ram Singh, President and Director, Institute of
Advanced Sciences, Dartmouth, Massachusetts, USA (Main Resource
Person)

2. Dr. Jayanti P. Sahoo, Head, Associate Professor, Department of
Philosophy, Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi

3. Professor Daniel Georgianna, Chancellor, Professor of Economics,
University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth

4. Mr. Jeffrey Brown, Minor in Indic Studies, UMass Dartmouth
5. Dr. Diana I. Lurie, Professor of Neuropharmacology in the Skaggs

School of Pharmacy

https://forms.gle/7MAqiqeapp81k5U57
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P8Cmj5US6G9Wzv9hpoig8aKm17X5
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P8Cmj5US6G9Wzv9hpoig8aKm17X5-LA2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P8Cmj5US6G9Wzv9hpoig8aKm17X5-LA2/view?usp=sharing
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6. Prof. R.P. Singh, Centre for Philosophy, SSS, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi

7. Prof. Rakesh Chandra, Dean &Head,Department of Philosophy,
Lucknow University

8. Dr. Sudnya Kulkarni:Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy,
Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi

9. Ms. Himanshubala Jagatdeb:Associate Professor, Department of
Philosophy, Janki Devi Memorial College, University of Delhi

10. Mr. Saurabh Rawat, Research Scholar, Department of Philosophy,
University of Delhi

Course Evaluation
Outline different elements of evaluation – attendance, participation, debate,
projects and presentations, reports, etc.

Self Evaluation of the course by Instructors
We need to add a critical examination of the course goal, conduct, and outcome,
including discussion on any proposed topics which were more relevant than
others, and whether all the topics were covered.

Also, summarize from student feedback.
List of students-

List of Students
Name Are you from

JDMC?
Department

Komal Yes B.A program
Unnati Saxena Yes Philosophy (H)
T H Shashwitaa Yes Philosophy
Ishika Mishra Yes Department of Philosophy
Kirti Sharma Yes Philosophy
Kusum Singh Yes Philosophy
Aditi Chandra Yes Philosophy
Aditi Singh Yes B A. Philosophy (H)
Fiona Sarkar Yes Philosophy
Gursirat Chhatwal Yes B.A program
Shiv Nandan
Maurya

No Delhi University

Swasthika No St. Stephen's College, University of Delhi
Gautam No Cluster innovation Centre, University of

Delhi
Shreya Mishra No KNC, DU
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Posters and brochure:
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Glimpses of the virtual classes of the Course:
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STUDENTS RESEARCH PROJECTS PRESENTATIONS
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CLASS TEST (MCQS) June 4, 2022 (SATURDAY, Time: 7pm)

https://forms.gle/i9YrDFNZTjCZHdyf6 form will open at 6:55

Prof. Swati Pal

(Principal, J.D.M.C.)

https://forms.gle/i9YrDFNZTjCZHdyf6%20form%20will%20open%20at%206:55

